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the national drink. Many causes have contributed to this change,
but one of the most important must be the increased indepen-
dence of women, and the greater weight attached to their wishes.
The modern working-class girl is smart, clean, and tidy and
expects her cboy-friendj to be the same, and those who drink
too much are never any of these things. Criminal statistics show
that the annual number of prosecutions for drunkenness or for
crimes involving drunkenness has fallen from 649 per 100,000
of population at the beginning of the century to 126 in the years
1930-34. At the same time, as one might expect with the
spread of education, there has been some increase in crimes of
intelligence, such as fraud and forgery. The popular vice, or un-
desirable amusement, that has replaced drunkenness is undoubt-
edly betting, and it is very unfortunate that no satisfactory way
of taxing the vast industry which promotes and thrives on this
vice has yet been devised.

Juvenile crime. It is often alleged that there has been a great
increase of juvenile crime. This may be so, but the increase is
not nearly as great as statistics seem to suggest. Modern laws
have provided special courts for the trial of young boys and girls
and they are treated much more kindly and sympathetically after
conviction, with the result that a much higher proportion of
those detected in crime are brought to trial. None the less there
has been an increase in juvenile crime, and it is probably due to
lack of home discipline. The equalizing of the dasses has been
accompanied by an equalizing of parents and children. No
doubt old-fashioned parents with 'Victorian* ideas were often
somewhat oppressive, but it is possible to go too far in the
opposite direction. The father who intended to have engraved
on his tombstone the words cHe was obedient unto his children*
may not have been an ideal parent.

The Cinema. Children accused of crime have often blamed the
influence of the cinema. This is in most or all cases a mere
excuse, but the coming of the cinema has been one of the big
facts of recent social history. Something was said of its beginnings
in an earlier chapter. To some extent the cinema has taken
people away from the *pubV and to this extent its influence has
been good. It has also provided a certain amount of education.
The cinema-goer has picked up a good deal of information in a